
A COMIC ASSAULT ON EVEREST PAGE 18 | WHEN GREEN YOGURT’S GOOD PAGE 20

E x p l o r e , E n j o y , a n d P r o t e c t t h e P l a n e t

10 COOLEST SCHOOLS
College students amp up the fight against climate change

THE MAGA ZINE OF THE SIERRA CLUB

$ 2 . 9 5 / C A N A D A  $ 3 . 5 0
N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 7

     

HANG 5 FOR FLIPPER | MORGAN FREEMAN, FIXER | NEW YAK ST YLE

0 071896 47042

10>

$ 2 . 9 5 / C A N A D A  $ 3 . 5 0

S EP T EMBER /O C TOBER 2006$ 3 . 9 5 S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R 2 0 0 8

T H E M A G A Z I N E O F T H E S I E R R A  C L U B

 

COW-PIE CARS |  SPACE VOLTS |  PAPER OR PIXELS? |  ECO-BEER

T H E  M A G A Z I N E  O F  T H E  S I E R R A  C L U B                       
$ 3 . 9 5  S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R  2 0 1 0

ANTI-COAL FLASH MOBS,  
CAMPING FOR CREDITS,  
& DUMPSTER DIVING 101

Sierra magazine’S 2011 “cooleSt SchoolS” queStionnaire

2007 2008

2009 2010



As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.


	Text163: Elon University
	Text164: Elaine R. Durr, Sustainability Coordinator
	Text165: 336-278-5229
	Text166: edurr@elon.edu
	Text167: Elon, NC
	Text168: 5032 undergraduate; 677 graduate
	Text169: ERD
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	Text180: Renewables
	Text181: 
	Text182: 74
	Text183: 
	Text184: 
	Text185: 26
	Text186: 
	Text187: 
	Text188: 
	Text189: This information was provided by Duke Energy, the university's electric provider, for Duke Energy Carolinas, based on % of Duke Energy generated. A % breakdown of renewables was not made available.  
	Text190: 
	Text191: 6.25
	Text192: 1 LEED Gold building out of 16 buildings; another building is awaiting official LEED certification - the goal is LEED Silver or better per the University's Green Building Policy.
	Text193: 92
	Text194: Stormwater is captured in ponds on campus, and the automatic irrigation system is supplied with this captured stormwater.
	Text195: 80
	Text196: 
	Text197: 75
	Text198: As new appliances are purchased, they are Energy Star-rated.
	Check Box199: Off
	Check Box200: Yes
	Text201: 3.3
	Text202: Energy efficiency projects are done on a yearly basis as capital projects and include projects such as lighting retrofits, motion sensors for lights, additional controls, HVAC improvements, etc. A number of projects are being considered for this summer with savings ranging from 10% to 34% annually compared to existing conditions. These projects combined will reduce overall campus consumption 3.3% over a 3-year period. Detailed information is not available for past projects. 
	Check Box203: Off
	Check Box204: Yes
	Text205: 94
	Text206: This % represents the buildings with individual data. Electricity consumption from real-time meters or billing information is loaded into an Excel spreadsheet and compared to previous year values. If readings are off, the Utility Clerk works with the maintenance staff to address the problem and make repairs as necessary. 
	Check Box207: Off
	Check Box208: Yes
	Text209: 64
	Text210: This % represents the buildings with individual data. Water consumption from real-time meters or billing information is loaded into an Excel spreadsheet and compared to previous year values. If readings are off, the Utility Clerk works with the maintenance staff to address the problem and make repairs as necessary. 
	Text211: 6
	Text212: 
	Text213: 2
	Text214: 
	Text215: Yes, the Monterey Bay Program is used.
	Text216: The dollar amount spent on meat purchases in a year is $772,349. This is about 30-35% of total food purchases by dining services. A very small amount of meat purchases are produced sustainably and predominately used for special events and programming.The total number of meals served on campus in a year is about 1 million. 
	Text217: Yes, there is a vegan station in one of the dining halls that has a vegan option available at all meals served. In addition, there are vegan and vegetarian options available in most all applicable dining locations. 
	Text218: Yes, however it is no longer a meal plan option. Filtered water stations are available in retail locations and students are encouraged to use those. This approach has reduced bottled water use on campus: in 2009, by over 100,000 bottles. In addition, some hydration stations have been installed with water fountains in high-use areas. The response has been positive and additional stations are anticipated for next school year.
	Text219: Yes, the Elon Community Garden is used as a laboratory classroom for courses and a volunteer location for any interested student. There are student managers for the garden, and organic practices are utilized. 
	Text220: Yes. A.B. and B.S. degree in Environmental Studies and B.S. in Environmental and Ecological Science. Also, B.S in Environmental Studies/Environmental Engineering through a dual-degree program. There is also an Environmental and Sustainability Studies minor. 
	Text221: Yes. Energy and the Environment; Introduction to Environmental Science; Green Design; Environmental Visions
	Text222: Yes. http://org.elon.edu/sustainability/ac-courses.html 
	Text223: Anthony Weston has written several articles and books on environmental philosophy and ethics. His most recent book is entitled The Incompleat Eco-Philosopher: Essays on the Edges of Environmental Ethics.Janet MacFall's current research interest is the geomorphology and biogeochemistry of Piedmont (NC) streams. She has received several grants for extensive work related to conservation of a local river, the Haw River. This work has involved partnerships with county and state organizations and become a template for other communities. Sharon Spray has recently co-authored two papers with Laura Roselle entitled: "Strategic Narratives and Environmental Security: Great Power Stories about International Cooperation on Environmental Issues" and "International Communication in a Changing World: Obama's Strategic Climate Change Narrative." Both were presented at conferences in 2010. Brant Touchette's work focuses on aquatic plant related issues. He has received several external grants for his research and has several publications. He recently authored (with others) an article entitled "Ecophysiological responses of five emergent-wetland plants to diminished water supply: an experimental microcosm study" published (2010) in Aquatic Ecology 44: 101-112. 
	Text224: Yes. Elon University Center for Environmental Studies, which was created to provide opportunities for students and faculty to work with outside partners on projects focused on environmental education and stewardship. The Love School of Business has adopted the Principles for Responsible Management demonstrating a commitment to encourage social responsibility in the creation of a sustainable global economy. 
	Text225: No.
	Text226: 57
	Text227: 
	Text228: There is not a formal policy. However, many departments are purchasing environmentally friendly products, including Energy Star appliances and electronics, recycled content and FSC certified paper, office supplies containing recycled content, green cleaning supplies and fuel efficient vehicles. Sustainable purchasing guidelines are currently in development.
	Text229: 90
	Text230: All general office use paper used on campus is at least 30% post consumer recycled content.
	Text231: Yes. Many of the paper types available in Print Services are FSC certified. FSC and recycled content paper is requested for most publications printed through University Relations. The general office use paper currently purchased by the university is SFI certified.
	Text232: In the Energy Conservation Policy under Computers it says, “Computers purchased with University funds are required to be ENERGY STAR and EPEAT labeled unless suitable justifications are approved by the Assistant Vice President for Technology/CIO.” All computers, printers, monitors and scanners purchased are at the gold level of EPEAT or Energy Star. EPEAT does not rate many of the electronics purchased by the university, such as servers, classroom control systems, phones, etc.
	Text233: No. However the university's office supplies vendor has implemented its own packaging criteria to minimize waste.
	Text234: In the Energy Conservation Policy under Computers it says, “Energy saving features shall be enabled on each individual machine.” The University’s technology staff enables and sets the energy-saving settings on products, such as computers and printers, when they install them.
	Text235: Yes. The University operates a bus system with 6 routes available to faculty, staff, students and community members. The Elon BioBus system runs on B20 fuel. Four of the routes service local apartment complexes. One route makes stops at local shopping centers including a grocery store and movie theater. Another route, the Downtown/East Burlington Express Route, services community partner locations at which students do community service. This route not only provides students access to common community service locations reducing their need to travel in single occupancy vehicles but also connects the campus to the surrounding community in a unique and beneficial way.
	Text236: 27.4
	Text237: This is a combination of hybrid, electric and B20. 
	Text238: The University works closely with the Town of Elon to facilitate walking and biking. In 2008 a Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Lighting Plan was developed for the Town, which includes the University. External grant funds allowed for the construction of a sidewalk in a high traffic area, and another sidewalk project in a high traffic area will begin construction this summer. Bike racks are provided throughout campus. Campus Recreation has a bike rental program, which allows students to rent a bike for a semester or the full academic year. Parking lots have been moved to the periphery of campus in the past and this theme is expected to continue as the campus expands. 
	Text239: There is not a public transit system in the town or county where the university is located. The Elon BioBus system is free to faculty, staff, students and community members. Students who live off campus and within the service area of the BioBus system are not allowed to park on campus until after 4pm and then only in one designated parking lot.   Zimride is used to facilitate carpool matching for one-time trips and regular commuting. The University is a partner with PART (Piedmont Authority for Regional Transportation), which provides an Emergency Ride Home program and vanpool options to employees. Elon has a car-sharing program (Zipcar),which provides easy access to fuel efficient vehicles without paying for gas, parking registration and insurance. There are preferred parking spaces for low-emitting vehicles (LEVs) in several parking lots throughout campus. 
	Text240: 46
	Text241: Based on a commuter habit survey conducted in fall 2010. This number represents the approximate amount of all students who drive to school (including carpooling) at least once a week. Note: Including graduate students, about 51% of all students live on campus. 
	Text242: 99
	Text243: Based on a commuter habit survey conducted in fall 2010. This number represents the approximate number of faculty and staff who drive to campus (including carpooling) at least once a week. 13% of faculty and staff carpool to campus at least once a week.
	Text244: 34
	Text245: This is for FY 10 excluding construction debris. 
	Text246: Yes. Recycling bins are provided wherever there are trash bins. The university participates in RecycleMania in the spring and during this time also holds a residential area competition to see which area can recycle the most per capita.    
	Text247: Yes.
	Text248: Yes, the university composts food and yard waste. Pre- and post-consumer food waste is composted at two of three residential dining halls, which includes most catering operations. Students return plates to a conveyor system, and dining services staff scrape any compostable materials into the compost receptacles. (Dining halls have been trayless since fall '07.) A front of the house or retail composting pilot project has been in-place since January 2011 in the busiest retail dining location on campus. Yard waste is composted and then used in campus landscape applications.
	Text249: There is a not a specific goal; however, the university works to reduce the amount of waste hauled to the landfill in a number of ways: comprehensive recycling program (includes all kinds of paper, newspaper, magazines, cardboard, plastic (#1 and 2), glass (clear, brown, green and blue), cans (aluminum and steel/tin), batteries and printer cartridges), recycling of other products (electronics, automotive batteries, fluorescent bulbs, motor oil, tires and shipping pallets), composting program at two largest dining halls, yard waste composting, move out reuse/recycling program and construction waste recycling is required for all new, renovation and/or expansion construction projects.
	Text250: Yes, there is a move-out reuse/recycling program in which furniture, clothing and other items are donated to local charities. A collection area/room is designated in every residential area. Once move-out is complete, the items are taken to local charities.
	Text251: One of the commitments in the University's mission statement is, "preparing students to be global citizens and informed leaders motivated by concern for the common good."Environmental sustainability is included in The Elon Commitment strategic plan, “During the next decade, Elon will implement the challenging and environmentally responsible recommendations of the Sustainability Master Plan, including a study of geothermal technology and the creation of a land preserve, the Elon Forest, to protect a large expanse of green space north of University Drive.”
	Text252: Yes. There is a full-time Sustainability Coordinator. There is also an Environmental Advisory Council with faculty, staff and student representation.
	Text253: No, the project design engineers' best design practice is used, which includes life cycle cost concerns.
	Text254: The Sustainability Master Plan has the overarching goal of establishing a carbon neutral university within 30 years, so by 2037. The Climate Action Plan outlines strategies to contribute toward this goal and interim targets. It is available online -  http://www.elon.edu/e-web/bft/sustainability/ci-climate.xhtml. 
	Text255: Yes. The first GHG inventory was conducted for FY 2008. Yearly inventories have been conducted since 2008. 
	Text256: Elon’s FY 2010 GHG emissions were 4.6% lower than FY 2008 emissions. (based on net emissions for both years)
	Text257: By Board policy the information about the endowment is NOT publically available.
	Text258: The investment committee of the Board considered the issue of sustainable investments and created access to a fund manager for those donors to the university endowment who wish to have their funds invested in such a way.
	Text259: No.
	Text260: 1
	Text261: 
	Text262: Yes. The Eco-Reps program is a peer education program in which students teach other students about sustainability topics and issues both inside and outside the classroom. More Elon students are being exposed to sustainability as a result of the Eco-Reps program. Elon's Periclean Scholars Class of 2011 hosted a two-day summit in Sri Lanka called the Leaders in Environmental Advocacy Forum (LEAF) in January 2011. The goal was to facilitate communication between scholars, global leaders and invited guests on issues of environmental education and stewardship, focusing specifically on how these issues affect and impact the regions and people of Sri Lanka. This class of Periclean Scholars also formed a partnership with a local middle school to promote environmental education by creating an outdoor classroom and garden for the students. The project seeks to engage students in academic learning by linking concepts to the garden and environmental issues.
	Text263: Three Elon students had a video project (Recycling the Digestive Cycle) named as a nominee for the PBS special Planet Forward. A 2011 graduate was awarded a Udall Scholarship for her demonstrated commitment to a career related to the environment. Three Elon students won top awards for their performance in the moot court competition at the 4th annual International Human Rights Law Summer Study in Vilnius, Lithuania, a program co-sponsored by the university’s Center for Public Affairs. Elon students have participated in regional and national environmental conferences, e.g., Power Shift. 
	Text264: Yes, the Board of Trustees established the Elon University Forest to be a dedicated land preserve and natural area.
	Text265: During building construction, an indoor air quality management plan must be followed that complies with the SMACNA standard, “IAQ Guidelines for Occupied Buildings Under Construction". Low VOC products are standard in construction and renovation projects. Green cleaning products are currently used throughout campus. A comprehensive green cleaning program has been developed for use in LEED buildings and is being implemented in other campus buildings in phases. 
	Text266: Yes, there are classes that spend substantial amounts of time outdoors such as Community Agriculture, Wildlife Ecology, Organic Gardening and Sustainable Food Production and some Physical Education courses.
	Text267: Yes. Campus Recreation's Elon Outdoors program provides students several opportunities to experience nature each semester. Program offerings include canoeing, climbing, kayaking, backpacking, indoor climbing, white water rafting and sailing. Campus Recreation also has intramural and club sports programs. 
	Text268: Began construction of a geothermal system containing 112 wells, which will provide the primary source of heating and cooling for 5 buildings. Received federal grant money for the installation of solar thermal systems - construction will begin May 2011.Reduced GHG emissions 4.6% from FY 2008 to FY 2010, based on net emissions for both years. Lowered energy consumption by 5% from FY 2009 to FY 2010.Reduced water consumption by 5% from FY 2009 to FY 2010.Initiated the Zimride program for rideshare matching. Established the Elon Forest.Added a pilot retail composting operation to campus.Launched Campus Kitchen at Elon University, http://campuskitchens.org/schools/elon/. Added more LEV spaces to campus.Realized a paper use reduction of 70% (from FY 05) through the print management system and duplex printing. Added hydration stations to campus.Added more alternative fueled vehicles (hybrid, electric, B20) to the university fleet. 
	Text269: Elon has a Sustainability Master Plan and a full-time Sustainability Coordinator in the Office of Sustainability. The overarching goal of the Sustainability Master Plan is carbon neutrality (the elimination of net carbon or greenhouse gas emissions) by 2037. The University also has a Sustainability Policy, which complements the Master Plan and a comprehensive Sustainability web site (www.elon.edu/sustainability).  Elon has a Green Building Policy specifying the use of the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED program with a target of Silver certification. Elon’s first LEED building, Lindner Hall, achieved LEED Gold certification. The most recently completed building on campus, the Alumni Field House, is awaiting LEED certification from the USGBC. A geothermal system is currently under construction, which will provide the primary source of heating and cooling for 3 new and 2 existing residence halls. Federal grant funding was awarded for a solar thermal project, which will provide hot water needs for a dining hall and 4 residential facilities. Construction on this project will begin soon. An Energy Conservation Policy was recently approved solidifying Elon’s best practices for energy efficiency and conservation. This policy includes the purchase of Energy Star products and/or EPEAT rated electronics as applicable. Since FY 2005, Elon has increased its square footage over 30%, yet overall the campus’ energy density has decreased by about 20%.A yearly greenhouse gas emissions inventory is conducted to track progress toward the climate neutrality goal. Since FY 2008, emissions have decreased 4.6%.The Office of Sustainability sponsors residential energy reduction competitions each year, which have resulted in energy savings and increased awareness among students. Elon also participates in RecycleMania – a national recycling competition held in the spring. During the competition, Elon also holds a competition among the residential areas on campus to see which can recycle the most per capita. The University has a real-time electricity monitoring system for about 50 campus buildings including residential, academic, dining and administrative. This system allows campus community members to monitor electricity usage in buildings throughout campus, to compare buildings and to view unit equivalents, e.g., pounds of coal and dollars. This system is available online for anyone to see at www.buildingdashboard.net/elon and is displayed on touch screens on campus. Elon composts pre- and post-consumer food waste in 2 dining halls (the largest ones) and has a retail or front of the house composting operation in 1 location. Over 100 tons of organic waste have been composted since the project began in fall 2008. Yard waste is also composted on campus. The dining halls have been trayless since fall 2007. To reduce consumption of bottled water, bottled water is no longer a meal plan option and filtered water stations are available. In addition, some hydration stations have been installed with water fountains in high-use areas. The response has been positive and additional stations are anticipated for next school year.Elon uses reclaimed stormwater from ponds on campus for its automatic irrigation system.Elon’s print management system has reduced paper usage in computer labs and the library by 70% from 10 million sheets in FY2005 to about 3 million in FY2010. Duplexing is also the default on these printers. Virgin paper is no longer used for copy machines, printers and general office use and has been replaced with 50% post-consumer recycled content paper. Several University departments have moved to electronic document storage to minimize the need for paper. The University has a comprehensive recycling program including all kinds of paper, cardboard, plastic, cans, glass, batteries and printer cartridges. Additional materials from the University’s waste stream are also recycled in a responsible manner, such as electronic waste. At the end of each academic year, a move-out recycling program called ‘Don’t Trash It!’ is organized to collect gently used items for local non-profit organizations. There is a printer cartridge recycling program providing faculty, staff and students with access to bins to recycle their printer cartridges. The university works with a local company that provides a small rebate for cartridges depending on the type and current market. All rebate money benefits the Elon Academy, a college access program for academically talented high school students in Alamance County with a financial need and/or no family history of college.Low-flow plumbing fixtures are standard on campus and have replaced the majority of older, high-flow fixtures. Water consumption per square foot has decreased by about 20% since FY 2005. The Sustainability Faculty Scholars program identifies, supports and recognizes faculty who are interested in incorporating or enhancing a focus on sustainable principles and practices in their courses. Each participant identifies a course that he or she would like to modify to include a sustainability component, is provided with relevant sustainability resources and pedagogies, modifies the selected course accordingly and then teaches the course the next semester it is offered. Several participants have modified more than one course, and the program has had over 25 participants from a wide range of disciplines. “Visions” magazine, The World We Live In and The World We Want To Live In, is a faculty-student organized and operated publication which features the works of Elon students and student-faculty collaborations on environmental topics.  The Sustainability Research Grants were created through the Class of 2010’s gift to the University. The competitive grants are awarded to students performing research related to sustainability. There are a number of opportunities for students to get involved in sustainability on campus including the Elon Community Garden, Sierra Student Coalition, Elon Outdoors, Elon Volunteers Green Team, Habitat for Humanity, Students for Peace and Justice, Students in Free Enterprise, Student Sustainability Council, Campus Kitchen and the Eco-Reps Program. Campus Kitchen at Elon University was launched in February of 2011 and utilizes un-served food from campus dining facilities and engages students as volunteers who prepare and deliver meals to the community. Elon is the third National Campus Kitchen Project affiliate in the state of North Carolina. The Eco-Reps program is a student peer education program dedicated to promoting environmentally responsible behaviors. Eco-Reps educate their peers about environmental issues such as population growth and waste generation through Sustainable Living lessons as requested by faculty and staff for appropriate classes and related programs and activities in coordination with Residence Life staff. There is also a residential student learning community for those interested in sustainability.  In an effort to encourage campus community members to reduce their environmental impact, the University has a Sustainability Pledge which asks those who sign it to make at least three positive changes in their daily lives. The pledge content was created by the Student Sustainability Council in coordination with the Sustainability Coordinator and is divided into categories: energy, waste, transportation, food and water, purchasing and getting involved. The Office of Sustainability hosts a number of outreach and educational events/activities throughout the year to raise awareness of environmental and sustainability issues and to encourage positive action throughout the community. Elon was including in The Princeton Review’s Guide to 286 Green Colleges released in 2010. KIWI Magazine featured Elon in its 2008 Green College Report as one of the 50 schools that will help your kids save the planet. Elon was also recognized in the National Wildlife Federation’s 2008 Report Card on Sustainability in Higher Education. Elon was commended for having an exemplary interdisciplinary degree program in Environmental Studies. The University is a member of the National Wildlife Federation’s Campus Ecology program and has several case studies in the case study database.Additional information for Category 4, question 4: Josh Kapfer's work involves wildlife conservation. He recently published (with others) an article entitled "Modeling the relationship between habitat preferences and home range: a case study on a large mobile colubrid snake from North America" that was published (2010) in the Journal of Zoology 282:13-20. Susan Manring co-authored an article published in Journal of Cleaner Production 17 (2009) entitled "Strategy development in small and medium sized enterprises for sustainability and increased value creation". Heidi Frontani co-authored an essay with an Elon student, Alexander Hopkins, published in The Encyclopedia of Earth entitled "Managing Coral Reef Fisheries".


